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V.—PERCENTAGE, PRICE, AND QUANTUM OF TRADE OF TWENTY-TWO LEADING
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, CALENDAR YEARS 1929, 1832, 1938, AND 1937—concluded.
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Subsection 2.—Historical Statistics of Canadian Trade.

The most important features of Canadian trade are reviewed historically, since
Confederation in most cases, in the first nine main tables of this chapter (pp. 502-
509).

A general view of the trade of Canada in the fiseal years from 1868 to 1938 ia
{furnished in Table 1 (p. 502}, giving the imports of merchandise for home consump-
tion, dutiable and free, and the exports of Canadian and foreign produce, the total
trade a3 here given being the aggregate of the two. Necessarily, some difficulties
have been met in maintaining comparable statistics through such s length of time,
one of the mogt serious of these arising from the different methods adopted in dealing
with exports of foreign produce. For example, the shrinkage in the exports of
foreign produce since 1920 has been due to change of statistical method rather than
to actual diminution in value or volume of such goods exported. For the past 18
years, re-exports of foreign products from bonded warehouses have not been included
in Cansdian trade statistics either ag imports or as exports, while the exports of
foreign produce during this period have been composed of goods which had previgusly
been entered as imports for home consumption. Such goods are debited to Canada
when entering this country, and should be credited to Canada when re-exported,

From Table 2 it will be observed that, in most of the years from Confederation
to the outbreak of the Great War, imports entered for consumption exceeded total
exports, especially during the great growing period from 1904 to 1914. Since that
time, however, there has been an annual excess of exports except in the fiscal years



